E X E RC I S E S

Practice Test: Reading – Part 5 | C2 Proﬁcient (CPE)
Level: C2

Exam: C2 Proﬁcient

Practice

Article navigation:
1. Practice Test: Reading – Part 5
2. Tips
3. Strategy

In Part 5, you read a text and then answer six multiple-choice questions about it. Each question gives you four options to
choose from. Only one is correct.

Practice Test: Reading – Part 5
Read the text below and choose the correct answer.

A History of the World in 100 Objects
In this book we travel back in time and across the globe, to see how we have shaped our world and been shaped by it over the
last two million years. The book tries to tell a history of the world in a way that has not been attempted before, by deciphering
the messages which objects communicate across time – messages about peoples and places, environments and interactions,
about di erent moments in history and about our own time as we reﬂect upon it. These signals from the past – some reliable,
some conjectural, many still to be retrieved – are unlike other evidence we are likely to encounter. They speak of whole
societies and complex processes rather than individual events, and tell of the world for which they were made.
The history that emerges from these objects will seem unfamiliar to many. There are few well-known dates, famous battles or
celebrated incidents. Canonical events – the making of the Roman Empire, the Mongol destruction of Baghdad, the European
Renaissance – are not centre stage. They are, however, present, refracted through individual objects. Thus, in my chapter on
the ancient inscribed tablet known as the Rosetta Stone, for example, I show that it has played a starring role in three
fascinating stories: as a legal document in ancient Egyptian times; as a trophy during the rivalry between the French and the
British; and ﬁnally as a key to the decipherment of the ancient Egyptian writing system at the end of the nineteenth century.
If you want to tell the history of the whole world, a history that does not unduly privilege one part of humanity, you cannot do it
through texts alone, because only some of the world has ever had written records, while most of the world, for most of the
time, has not. The clearest example of this asymmetry between literate and non-literate history is perhaps the ﬁrst encounter
between Europeans and Australian aboriginals. From the European side we have eye-witness accounts and scientiﬁc reports.
From the Australian side, we have only a wooden shield dropped by a man in ﬂight after his ﬁrst experience of gunshot. If we
want to reconstruct what was actually going on that day, the shield must be interrogated and interpreted as deeply and as
rigorously as the written reports.

All so much easier said than done. Writing history from the study of texts is a familiar process, and we have centuries of critical
apparatus to assist our assessment of written records. We have learnt how to judge their frankness, their distortions, their ploys.
With objects, we do of course have structures of expertise – archaeological, scientiﬁc, anthropological – which allow us to ask
critical questions. But we have to add to that a considerable leap of imagination, returning the artefact to its former life,
engaging with it as generously, as poetically, as we can in the hope of winning the insights it may deliver.
One of the characteristics of things is that they change – or are changed – long after they have been created, taking on new
meanings that could never have been imagined at the outset. A startlingly large number of our objects bear on them the
marks of later events. Sometimes this is merely the damage that comes with time, or from clumsy excavation or forceful
removal. But frequently, later interventions were designed deliberately to change meaning or to reﬂect the pride or pleasures
of new ownership. The object becomes a document not just of the world for which it was made, but of the later periods which
altered it.
History looks di erent depending on who you are and where you are looking from. So although all these objects in the book are
now in museums, it deliberately includes many di erent voices and perspectives. It draws on the museums’ own experts, but it
also presents research and analysis by leading scholars from all over the world, as well as comments by people who deal
professionally with objects similar to those discussed. This book also includes voices from the communities or countries where
the objects were made, as only they can explain what meanings these things still carry in their homeland. Countries and
communities around the world are increasingly deﬁning themselves through new readings of their history, and that history is
frequently anchored in such things. So a museum is not just a collection of objects: it is an arena where such issues can be
debated and contested on a global scale.

What claim does the author make about his book in the ﬁrst paragraph?
It beneﬁts from new evidence that has not been available to previous historians.
It looks at history from the point of view of society rather than individuals.
It approaches the interpretation of the past from a novel perspective.
It re-evaluates the signiﬁcance of certain events.
The Rosetta Stone serves as an example of an object
The author believes that basing a history of the world on texts alone
The author says that compared to the interpretation of texts, the interpretation of objects calls for
What is the author’s attitude to the fact that objects often change over time?
Why does the author include comments from people who live in the area where the object was made?

Check answers

Tips
Tip 1: Be careful…

Some options may state facts that are true in themselves but which do not answer the question or complete the question
stem correctly; others may include words used in the text, but this does not necessarily mean that the meaning is correct; yet
others may be only partly true.

Tip 2: Don’t be too conﬁdent…
Leave your own opinions and ideas at the door. You might be an expert in the topic – if anything, this is a disadvantage! You
have to read the text for what the writer says, not what you assume he says.
Always question your answers – overconﬁdence is especially dangerous in this part of the exam.

Strategy
. Read the whole text quickly for its general meaning — the gist.
. The questions follow the order of the text, although the last question may refer to the text as a whole or ask about the
intention or opinion of the writer.
. Read each question or question stem and try to identify the part of the text to which it relates to.
. Look for the option that expresses this meaning, probably in other words.
. Make sure that there is evidence for your answer in the text and that it is not just a plausible answer you think is right
. Check that the option you have chosen is correct by trying to ﬁnd out why the other options are incorrect.
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